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On our recent Knights of Columbus retreat, one of the gentlemen in 
attendance brought a jigsaw puzzle and placed it on the round table in our 
Conference Room. Throughout the weekend, men would stop at the table and 
ponder where the various pieces fit. At a point during this weekend, I found 
one of the puzzle pieces on the floor. When I picked 
it up, I realized that the puzzle could not be 
completed without this one stray piece. This 
reality made me reflect on how each of us is a 
puzzle piece in God’s loving plan. Whatever 
piece we are, we are the only unique piece that 

fits in the whole puzzle that God has designed.

How often do we wish that we were someone else than who we are? We are not 
satisfied with our talents or skills, or even the way we look. We think that if we could 
be something else than what we are, we would make a bigger difference in the world and maybe even in 

God’s plan for man’s salvation. We waste time in pondering what we are not, rather than 
rejoicing and acting upon who we are. 

When we begin to wonder if we are making a difference in this world with our 
lives, let us turn to the Holy Spirit and ask him to shape us 
into the “unique puzzle piece” that will fit perfectly in God’s 
loving plan. He is always there to guide us 

and hold us up when things seem to be falling 
apart. Then to our delight when we die, God will 

show us how the joyful living out of our life…our 
puzzle shape…has completed the wonderful picture that 

He has designed.

St. Francis of Assisi says it in this way: “Do not wish to be anything but what 
you are, and be that perfectly.” And he reminds us “You are what you are in the sight of God, 

and nothing more.” I pray that we all will rejoice in the matchless “puzzle 
piece” that He has designed us to be.

May God bless you all abundantly. Pax et Bonum,

Sister Anne Marie, OSF
Superior General



Retreat House News

The day dawned with a penetrating chill, as the Beaverton temperatures 
had dropped into the mid-teens overnight. Despite the cold, a faithful 
band of muffled and jacketed friends of the Sisters assembled near the 
front of the property at the newly constructed Marian Garden, after 
a procession from the retreat house led by the Knights of Columbus 
Honor Guard and Archbishop Vlazny. Sister Anne Marie, the Superior 
General, welcomed everyone, and then Archbishop Vlazny blessed the 
Garden and lovely Statue of Mary and the Infant Jesus. Sister Anne 
Marie, Sister Louismarie and Sister Maria Benedicta accompanied by 
guitars and ukulele led the singing of “Be with us Mary”. After the ceremony our guests enjoyed 
some warmth and hospitality as the Sisters served lunch in the dining room. 

This day had been in the making for several years. The Sisters all contributed to its completion with their prayers 
and hard work, raising money by putting on the annual teas and in other ways to attract donations. Special mention 
must be made of Jeff and Scott Petersen of Westside Masonry, who lovingly saw 
to every detail of the erection of the shrine. We are also most grateful to Vince and 
Mary Rigert of Beaverton, Vince for the beautiful landscaping of the garden, his 
generous gift to the Sisters!, and Mary, who negotiated the statue’s trip from Georgia. 
Rounding out the Committee for this special project was Sr. Angela, Michael Moiso 
and Noemi Cortes, who designed the Marian Garden and Shrine to the unborn. 

Please, dear reader, consider this an invitation to come by and spend some time at 
the Marian Garden, whether you are on retreat or in the neighborhood. This shrine to the unborn is here for your peace 
and healing—a place of prayer and hope. If you would like a name inscribed on its memorial wall please call Sister 
Louismarie for more details at 503-649-7127. 

Blessing and Dedication of the Marian Garden
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception ~ December 8, 2018

Caridad Aguilar
Sarah Floro (Mother of

Sr. Mary John Paul, OSF)

Mary Kay Kreutzer
Ken Mathies

Barbara VanderZanden

James Russell
Dr. Robert Simmons

Please remember in your prayers our beloved deceased:
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Retreat House News

The rededication and blessing of Our Lady of Peace Retreat House 
Chapel was held Saturday, February 23, 2019, with approximately 160 in 
attendance. The chapel looked glorious with light streaming through the 
soft blues and greens of the stained glass windows picturing our founder, 
Archbishop Palazzi, OFM, and his favorite heavenly patrons: Our Lady of 
Sorrows, St. Gemma Galgani and Blessed Maria Gabriel Allegra, OFM. 

It was a blessing to have Most Rev. Kenneth Steiner as our celebrant and 
Deacon Chuck Amsberry at the altar, with servers Subdeacon Monk Daniel 

Harris, MMJMJ, and Subdeacon Monk Rafael LeFevre, MMJMJ, 
from the Maronite Monastery of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 

Our new organ, skillfully played by Joanne Skidmore and Sister 
Louismarie, OSF, sounded majestic. Bishop Steiner blessed the organ, 
the alcove and statue of Our Lady of Fatima, a new confessional and 
the stained glass windows with all the appropriate rituals. 

After Mass we enjoyed a reception in the dining room. As always, Sister Angela with the help of volunteers, 
prepared a tasty lunch. Our Franciscan Girls were the servers – they serve with joy and big smiles. During lunch, 
the Sisters played a song, “I Thank My God” – so appropriate for this day and thanking all our benefactors, 
volunteers and the work crew, who made this day possible!

The Rededication and Blessing
of the Retreat House Chapel

On January 1, 2019, The Solemnity of the Mother of God, Fr. Francis 
Chun offered Mass in the early morning, and then the Sisters hosted 
a breakfast celebration for our regular Mass attendees, the Maronite 
Monks and a few friends to say thank you to Father for the 14 years that 
he has spent with the Sisters. During this time, he offered daily Mass in 
the convent chapel, heard confessions, anointed the ill or dying Sisters, 
and presided at many important liturgies. Father will be remembered 
for his teaching homilies, the chapel became his classroom and with 

his teaching aids, he attempted to communicate a spiritual reality. Inevitably, there would be a question during the 
homily, to which we tried our best at 7:15 am to come up with an answer! We heard him say often “Repetition is 
the mother of learning”. We did not tire of his “repetitions”however, as they were needed, and artfully woven into 
the fabric of our everyday living experiences. Here is an example: Q.“ How do you deepen your prayer life? A. With 
short, frequent prayers offered up to God throughout the day!” 

Fr. Chun will now have more time to devote to writing. He is donating the 
proceeds from his latest book Sailing with God to the Monastery Building Fund of 
the Maronite Monks of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Thank you, Fr. Chun, from the 
bottom of our hearts, thank you for everything!

Replacing Father Chun for the Sisters’ daily Masses and confession is Father 
Andrew Thomas. The Sisters offered a Novena of Thanksgiving to God for 
helping us to find a gentle and kind priest to offer our Eucharistic Liturgies.

A Memorable Gathering

Fr. Chun
Fr. Andrew with 
his pal “Cheech”

The Maronite Monks visit 
with Sr. Rose Marie
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Retreat House News

On February 2 we held our Annual Tea—this year in honor 
of Our Lady of Lourdes. Fr. Eric Andersen, pastor of St. 
Stephen’s parish in Portland, graciously loaned us his life-
size statue of St. Bernadette, the visionary to whom Our 
Lady had appeared at the grotto in Masebielle, France in 
1858. We began the event with our Silent Auction at 11 am 
followed by the luncheon tea at noon. We were very pleased 
that Fr. Hans Mueller from Holy Trinity Parish in Beaverton 
accepted our invitation to attend and offer the blessing before 

the luncheon. Sister Louismarie gave a “synopsis” of how we got to where we are today with the 
renovation of the retreat house chapel and the amount needed to complete the final phase, the goal of the fundraising at 
the tea. Next, the Sisters showed a video: “ Lessons from Lourdes: Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Bernadette” (available 
on YouTube); so our tea combined some fun and frivolity with a little catechesis! The tea netted $43,995, close to the 
amount needed for the unexpected costs that 
arose during the renovation. We are most grateful 
to Ken Canedo for entertaining us again this 
year at the piano and to vocalist Jeanne Enslow. 
Many thanks to our Tea Committee, chaired by 
Josephine Becker, whose long hours of preparation 
assisted by those of our wonderful volunteers 
made our tea happen! 

 May the Lord reward you all!

Our Lady’s Tea and Silent Auction

From l to r: Jack Hammond, Alecia Spiering, 
Angela Hammond and Leisa Kee

St. Bernadette and Our Lady
Fr. Hans gives the blessing

Our decorator, Kathy Reis

Vocalist Jeanne Enslow
entertains

Madeleine Gendron pours tea

Ken Canedo at the piano

Presentation by 
Sr. Louismarie

Larry and Ester Wong

Agnes Onkka 
with Sr. Angela

Holy Trinity Parishioners

Mary Wagner, Alma and 
Sara Yentas at checkout

Joan Koessler, Gerry Delaney, 
Sue and John Maahs
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“Out of the mouths of babes... you have 
brought perfect praise.” Matthew 21:16

We are also delighted to share the news 
that Leandra's older sister, Rachel (Wolf ) 
Lux, is a new mother. She trains our 
infirmary aids and recently dropped by the 
Retreat Office with 7-month-old Aida. 

Bishop Ketteler’s Vocation. Originally published in the Irish Messenger and included in Narratives, edited and 
published by Rev. Henry Branner, O.S.B. circa 1940.

A little more than a hundred years ago, a young German student, who had completed brilliant studies at his 
university, and was about to enter on an important career in the service of his country, was sitting in his room 
in the winter’s dusk, making plans for the future, which seemed to stretch out before him in alluring prospect. 
Suddenly he had a dream, or a vision, which, as confessed by himself to a Bishop, whom he was visiting many 
years after, changed the whole course of his life—and that of many others. 

“Clearly and distinctly I saw our Lord in a luminous cloud above me, showing me His Sacred Heart. Before 
Him knelt a nun, raising her hands to Him in supplication, and from His divine lips I heard the words, ‘She 
prays unceasingly for you.’ I saw the figure of the suppliant distinctly, and her features are indelibly impressed 
upon my mind. She appeared to be an ordinary nun; her habit was of coarse material; her hands were rough and 
calloused with hard work. I was overcome with emotion, and from that time I determined to dedicate myself to 
the service of God. I withdrew to a monastery to make a retreat, and my confessor approved of my decision to 
become a priest. The rest you know; and if you think that any good work has been accomplished by me, you now 
understand to whom the merit, in the first place, belongs. It is to that Sister who prayed for me, possibly without 
knowing for whom. I am convinced that prayers have been, and perhaps still are, being offered for my welfare, and 
without these prayers I should never have reached the goal which God has destined for me.” 

The visitor was none other than the great social reformer, the celebrated Bishop Ketteler of Mainz, universally 
venerated as “the doctor and leading champion of Catholic social aspirations.” He afterwards found out who this 
Sister was; she was a lay Sister who had care of the cows at her convent. To read a more complete account of this 
true story and more for more inspiring narratives, visit www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/specialitems/
adoration_for_priests.pdf.

Congratulations Leandra!

We are delighted to share the news that our former Franciscan Girl, Leandra Wolf, entered 
the Dominicans of the Immaculate Conception in Illinois a number of months ago. She 
was clothed as a Novice on April 29, the feast of St. Catherine of Sienna, receiving the name     
Sr. Maria Felicity. Please keep her in your prayers as she journeys toward first vows next year.

More photos available at:
http://www.sistersop.com/vestition-ceremony-2019/

Coincidences or Divine Providence at Work?

Franciscan Girls Alumni News

Franciscan Fioretti
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Retreat Schedule
June 2019 ~ December 2019

To register for OLP-Sponsored retreats (highlighted in blue), visit us online at www.olpretreat.org 
or phone the retreat house at 503-649-7127 or email sisters@olpretreat.org
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OCTOBER   
Wednesday, October 2, 2019 
TWILIGHT TALKS - with Dina Marie Hale 
“Life Changing Power of Prayer” 
6:30 pm - 9 pm (Free-will offering) 
 

October 4 - 6, 2019 
OCDS RETREAT 
(Secular Carmelites, Holy Rosary Community) 
Contact:  Jocelyn Escudero at 971-998-5056 
 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 
ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN  RETREAT 
Retreat Master: Fr. Andrew Thomas 
Theme: “Take 5 and Pray” 
Contact:  Sue Anker at 503-252-2574 
 

October 11 - 13, 2019 
TIGARD KNITTING GUILD 
Contact:  Lou Travis at 503-806-0460 
 

October 17 - 20, 2019 
OPUS ANGELORUM RETREAT 
Contact:  Sr. Maria Helena at 313-527-1739 
 

October 24 - 27, 2019 
OPUS ANGELORUM RETREAT 
Contact:  Sr. Maria Helena at 313-527-1739 
 

NOVEMBER 
Friday,  November 1, 2019 
ALL SAINTS DAY RETREAT 
Retreat Master: Fr. John Boyle  
Theme:  “To be or not to be a Saint” 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm; doors open at 8:30 am 
$40 Suggested Donation, includes lunch 
 

November 1 - 3, 2019 
CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER 
Contacts: Tim & Mary Shamrell at 503-267-3605 
 

November 8 - 10, 2019 
GALILEA RETREAT FOR WOMEN 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Portland 
  

November 16 - 18, 2019 
AMBASSADORS RETREAT FOR MEN 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Portland 
 

DECEMBER 
Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
ADVENT DAY RETREAT  
Retreat Master: Fr. John Marshall 
Theme: “Accompanying the Holy Family” 
9:00 am - 2:30 pm; doors open at 8:30 am 
$40 Suggested Donation, includes lunch 
 

Friday, December 6, 2019 
HOLY TRINITY PARISH K OF C CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
TWILIGHT TALKS - with Dina Marie Hale 
“Awaiting the Arrival with the Saints”  
6:30 pm - 9 pm (Free-will offering) 
 

Saturday, December 14, 2019  
BENEFACTORS & VOLUNTEERS   
MASS OF THANKSGIVING & LUNCHEON 

JUNE 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019 
TWILIGHT TALKS - with Dina Marie Hale 
“Walking in the Light of the Holy Spirit” 
6:30 pm - 9 pm (Free-will offering) 
 

June 6 - 9, 2019   
TROUBADOURS OF  PEACE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL  
MEETING  & ANNUAL MINISTERS  MEETING 
Contact:  Dcn. Terry Barber at 360-956-1995 
  
June 16 - 24, 2019 
SISTERS AND LAY WOMEN’S  8-DAY  
SILENT RETREAT 
Retreat Master: Fr. Philip Scott, F.J. 
Theme:   To be PARENTED by God and Our Blessed Mother 
so we an begin to LIVE on EARTH AS it is in HEAVEN! 
$525 Suggested Donation  
 

June 28 - 30, 2019 
CATHOLIC ENGAGED ENCOUNTER 
Contacts:  Tim & Mary Shamrell at 503-267-3605 
 

    JULY 
July 15 - 19, 2019 (Monday - Friday) 
INSTITUTE IN CATHOLIC TEACHING 
A Catholic Education Retreat with day and evening lectures.  
Theme: “Behold, I  Make All Things New”   
 

July 26 - 28, 2019 
HEALING the FATHER WOUND RETREAT 
Retreat Master: Fr. Philip Scott, F. J.  
Contact:  Sr. Mariam Sharbel Vianney at 503-269-3736 or 
grace.an.mercy@gmail.com 
  

AUGUST 
Sunday, August  4, 2019 
ANNUAL FAMILY BARBECUE 
Noon to 5:30 pm  
Food, Games, Door Prizes & Sweepstakes Prizes 
 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019 
TWILIGHT TALKS - with Dina Marie Hale 
“Your Assumption: The Seasons of Life” 
6:30 pm - 9 pm   (Free-will offering) 
 

August 23 –25, 2019 
AVE MARIA RETREAT 
Contact: Tania Le at 503-579-3052 
  

SEPTEMBER 
September 6 - 8, 2019 
LEGION OF MARY RETREAT 
Contact:  Penny Mock at 503-490-8777 
 

September 11 - 16, 2019 
GRIEF TO GRACE RETREAT  
Contact: Fr. Peter O’Brien at 541-258-5333  
 

September 20 - 22, 2019 
WOMEN’S SILENT RETREAT 
Retreat Master: Fr. Gregory Dick, O.Praem.  
Theme:  TBA  
$172 Suggested Donation 



Convent News

Sr. Mary Margaret Tan, OSF
From Mainland China to Oregon
What could be a better way to start the day than 
to receive Jesus in the Eucharist in the Sisters' 
Chapel each morning and then to be greeted 
by Sister Margaret with a little bow and a big 
smile - or even an equally big hug, as she uses 
her walker to maneuver her way back to the 
infirmary. What we love about Sister Margaret 
beyond the morning greeting, is her child-like 
faith, her particular attention to the Liturgy of 
the Hours and the readings at Mass, using her big 
magnifying glass, so she doesn't miss a word! Her 
love of little children and French bulldogs, the 
scarier looking the better - the simple joys of life 
make her laugh. 

Sister Margaret, who is the third oldest infirmary resident, was born in 
mainland China on February 22, 1926. A diminutive 4’10”, she left parents and 
siblings and entered religious life where she is pictured above at the age of 23 
as a “postulant” with her Community in front of the Convent of the Franciscan 
Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows at Hengyang, Hunan, China. In the 
early 1950’s she came to the United States with the congregation of Sisters. Sister 
spent 12 years in Soquel, California helping with the retreat house ministry at St. 
Clare’s Retreat. Next, she came to Oregon spending several years in Beaverton at 
Our Lady of Peace Retreat and St. Mary’s Home for boys. Then Sister Margaret 
returned to her homeland, spending 44 years in Taiwan at our Women’s Hostel. 
Today Sister Margaret is back in Beaverton 
residing in the infirmary. These days, Sister 
spends much of her free time researching 
various subjects and poring over the 
Chinese newspapers. She then takes the 
latest news to the chapel where she offers 
fervent prayers for her beloved people, so 
dear to her heart, and its prelates who are 

dealing with painful circumstances. We are thankful to our heavenly Father 
for having a Sister among us so delightful. Please pray for our infirmed 
Sisters as they also pray for you. 

Meet Our Infirmary of Sisters

Visit our website: www.olpretreat.org
E-mail: sisters@olpretreat.org

Phone: 503-649-7127

Like us on Facebook:
Search “Our Lady of Peace Retreat House”

View our videos on YouTube: Search “OLPRETREAT”

LeeAnn Mills with Sr. Margaret

Friends for 50 years! Sr. Margaret
visits Marjorie Heron at 
Maryville Nursing Home
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If you do not wish to receive our newsletters, please contact us at 503-649-7127 or email: sisters@olpretreat.org

WOMEN’S SILENT RETREAT
September 20 - 22, 2019

Theme:
“The Rosary–the Secret 

of the Kingdom”
Retreat Master:

Fr. Gregory Dick, O. Praem.
The Retreat Includes:
•Conferences and Holy Mass each day 
•Eucharistic Adoration 
• Opportunity for Confession
Tastefully-prepared buffet style meals.
(Commuter Rates Available)
Suggested Donation is $172.
Please call 503-649-7127 or email 
sisters@olpretreat.org. to register
No online registrations for this retreat, please.

Upcoming Retreats
TO REGISTER: email us at sisters@olpretreat.org or phone the retreat house at 503-649-7127

ALL SAINTS DAY RETREAT
Friday, November 1, 2019

9am - 2pm
Theme:

“To be or not to be a Saint”
Retreat Master:
Fr. John Boyle

The Retreat Includes:
• Holy Mass
•Opportunity for Confession
•Conferences
• Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
The doors open at 8:15am.
Continental breakfast and lunch provided.
Suggested Donation is $40.
Please call 503-649-7127 or email                                    
sisters@olpretreat.org to register.

Evening Lecture Schedule 
 

Mon. 7/15 Bishop Liam Cary   Tues. 7/16 Dr. Joseph Hollcraft
Wed. 7/17 Lynda Olsen  Thurs. 7/19 Fr. Tim Furlow

 
Resident: $500.00 (call for Canadian Rate) - Includes all classes, four evening lectures,

all meals and a room, starts Sunday evening and ends with Lunch on Friday
Day Student: $325.00 includes all classes & lunches Mon.-Fri.

Evening Lecturers $10.00 per night.

For more information, full course descriptions visit our website: www.olpretreat.org to register

Our Lady of Peace 

Lynda Olsen
Wife and Mother

Dr. Joseph Hollcraft
Founder of Seeds of

Truth and Radio Host

Most Rev. Liam Cary
Bishop of Baker

“Behold, I make all Things New”

Fr. Tim Furlow
Administrator of

St. Patrick Church 


